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Come with us for Culture!
 
The line-up for this September’s 
Sunset Festival is one that I am 
particularly proud of. A year-
long discussion takes place with 
publishers to secure writers and 
authors on their tours and we 
are beyond excited to offer this 
programme, along with being  
selected to host one of just two 
events that the artist and activist Ai 
Weiwei will be doing for his memoir, 
launching the Festival on 11 September.

Across the arts world theatres, cinemas and festivals are 
working incredibly hard to sustain their offering and rebuild their 
audiences. Habits have changed dramatically over the past 2 
years and audiences have not yet returned to participating in 
cultural activity as they used to. As such, income has been hit 
hard. The challenges of running Wimbledon BookFest at times 
feels quite overwhelming but our small, dedicated team have 
battled on, supported by our wonderful board of trustees, riding 
the storm, all so committed to the value of arts & culture in our 
community. I would like to thank everyone who has supported us 
through the very difficult past two years: our Friends, sponsors, 
partners, benefactors and of course our audience. We simply 
wouldn’t be here without you! 

So this is a call to action - please, please support us in whatever 
way you can. It is more important than ever, in a world that 
increasingly can feel in chaos, that we take time to gather 
together to reflect and discuss the things that matter, both 
personally and in the wider world. Over the past 15 years we 
believe we’ve provided something quite special to Wimbledon’s 
cultural offering and we want to be here for the future. 

If you can support us as a sponsor or benefactor please email me 
at info@wimbledonbookfest.org.  
 
We’d be delighted to hear from you. 

Welcome to Sunset Festival 2022
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Our free investment trust magazine brings you writing on the 
ideas that shape our world. Read thought-provoking articles 
from our investment managers, academics and global thinkers, 
alongside exclusive interviews with distinguished authors.
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FEATS OF CLAYJosiah Wedgwood’s one-man  industrial revolution 

INFLUENCERS
James Anderson pays tribute to his mentors

DRUG DYNASTYPatrick Radden Keefe follows the Sacklers’ deadly trail of addiction

Fiona Razvi  Festival Director
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Diary of Events
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Event  Time Venue

Festival Launch Event 
Ai Weiwei   Sunday 11 September 6pm New Wimbledon Theatre

Thursday 22 September
Gyles Brandreth & David Wood    6pm  Robert Graves Tent 

Kiran Millwood Hargrave & Jess Kidd  6pm  William Morris Tent

Jeremy Bowen  6:30pm  Baillie Gifford Big Tent 

Sam McAlister  7:30pm  Robert Graves Tent 

Claire Cohen 7.30pm William Morris Tent 

Friday 23 September  
Poppy Delbridge: Tapping Workshop  10:30am  William Morris Tent

Nightwalking - Duncan Minshull  6pm Meet at Info Desk

Kit de Waal   6pm  Robert Graves Tent

Kanneh-Masons with performances 7pm  Baillie Gifford Big Tent

Oz Clarke – Wine Tasting   8pm  Robert GravesTent

Saturday 24 September 
Dogs in Disguise and Cats in Chaos CHILDREN’S  10:30am  Robert Graves Tent

Big Panda and Tiny Dragon: Drawing Workshop 10:30am  William Morris Tent

Rushmere Walk                                                     10.30am, 3pm Meet at War Memorial 

The Commoners with Nick Manning   12noon  Robert Graves Tent 

Lea Ypi    12noon  William Morris Tent  

William Dalrymple   12:30pm  Baillie Gifford Big Tent

Kavita Puri   1:30pm  Robert Graves Tent

Barnaby Phillips   2pm  William Morris Tent

Mariella Frostrup & Alice Smellie    3pm  Baillie Gifford Big Tent 

Sir Lawrence Freedman   3.30pm  William Morris Tent

Anthony Sattin   3.30pm  Robert Graves Tent

Pádraig Ó Tuama   5pm  William Morris Tent

Moro Easy – Sam & Sam Clark 6.30pm  Robert Graves Tent

COMEDY NIGHT  – Sindhu Vee (headlining) 8pm  Baillie Gifford Big Tent
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Event  Time Venue

Seating & Ticket Prices
Events generally last an hour, please see the event listing to confirm. 
Allocated premium seating and unallocated seating is available in our main venue 
spaces. Individual ticket prices are on event listings. 

Get into BookFest: Many events have £10 tickets on offer for 19s and under. 
 
Children’s Events: All children over 2 must have a ticket.  Children under 12 must be 
accompanied by a ticket holding adult. 
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Sunday 25 September 
Foragers Walk                                 10:30am, 12:30pm, 2:30pm Meet at Info Desk

Aardman Workshops CHILDREN’S       11am, 12:30pm, 2pm William Morris Tent

Nick Butterworth CHILDREN’S  11:30am  Robert Graves Tent

Max Hastings  12noon  Baillie Gifford Big Tent

Katy Hessel 12:30pm  Robert Graves Tent

Robert Harris    1:30pm  Baillie Gifford Big Tent

Walk - Radical Wimbledon   2pm  267 The Broadway

Melvyn Bragg  2pm  Robert Graves Tent

Nadia Wassef 3.30pm  William Morris Tent

Sheila Hancock    4pm  Baillie Gifford Big Tent

Isabel Losada   4:30pm  Robert Graves Tent

Philippe Sands   5.30pm  Baillie Gifford Big Tent

Ian Williams  6:30pm  Robert Graves Tent

Ethel & Ernest  FILM  SCREENING 7.30pm  Baillie Gifford Big Tent

Monday 26 September
Dr Ali Foxon: Mindful Drawing Workshop   10:30am  William Morris Tent

Chris Patten   6:30pm  Baillie Gifford Big Tent

Susannah Constantine   7pm  Robert Graves Tent

Brian Moore’s Rugby Night  - Martin Bayfield   8pm  Baillie Gifford Big Tent



8 Book tickets at wimbledonbookfest.org

Support Us!  
Become a VIP Benefactor or  
Friend of the Festival

wimbledonbookfest.org/friends

Wimbledon BookFest needs more than just ticket 
sales to cover its costs and we need your support 
more than ever as we rebuild following the 
challenges of the pandemic. 

Festival Friends can join from as little as £35 per year  
and enjoy a range of benefits including:
•  Exclusive access to the full line-up before general release 
•  Priority booking and seating
•  Invitations to special events 
•  10% discount at Wimbledon Waterstones 

Our VIP Benefactor scheme is for those who want a  
closer relationship with the Festival and supports both  
the public festivals and the continuation of our work  
with 100 London schools.  

Help ensure we are here for the future -  
it’s in your hands.
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Ai Weiwei talks  
to Samira Ahmed

New Wimbledon Theatre |  6-7.15pm  |  £27.50/£30 (£22.50: 25s and under)

1000 Years of Joys and Sorrows

Regarded as one of the world’s most famous 
artists and activists, Ai Weiwei joins Samira 
Ahmed in conversation for this special Festival 
launch event in New Wimbledon Theatre. 

In this rare appearance, Ai Weiwei will discuss 
his life, work, creative practice and art. From 
the family’s banishment during the Cultural 
Revolution to his difficult decision to leave 
them to study art in America, and his subsequent rise from 
artistic unknown to art world superstar and international human 
rights activist, Ai discusses an extraordinary life lived under 
extraordinary circumstances. He also reflects on the myriad 
forces that have shaped modern China and the urgent need to 
protect freedom of expression.
Ticket includes a copy of 1000 Years of Joys and Sorrows (RRP £10.99)

‘An eloquent 
and 
unsilenceable 
voice of 
freedom’ 
New York Times

Sunday 11 September
Launch 
event

at New 
Wimbledon 

Theatre
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Thursday 22 September

Join two 
household 
names for 
60 fun-filled 
minutes of 
hilarious 
name-
dropping, 
outrageous 
anecdotes and unexpected revelations.

The actor and playwright David Wood’s Brushes with 
Hollywood includes memories of being kissed on the lips 
by Elizabeth Taylor, playing Richard Burton’s servant in Dr 
Faustus and being seduced by Shelley Winters in The Vamp. 
Joining David will be Just A Minute regular, QI veteran 
and Celebrity Gogglebox star Gyles Brandreth with a 
few stories of his own from his unlikely life in politics, 
entertainment and TV and with the inside story on his latest 
book: The History of Britain in Just A Minute.

Name Dropping with Gyles Brandreth 
& David Wood 
Robert Graves Tent  |  6-7pm  |  £17.50/£20

Two award-
winning 
writers at the 
top of their 
game discuss 
their elegant 
fictional 
interpretations 
of history.  

From Kiran Millwood Hargrave, The Dance Tree is a story 
of family secrets and forbidden love, set in an era of 
superstition and extraordinary change, inspired by the 
factual events of a doomed summer in 16th century 
Strasbourg. The Night Ship from Jess Kidd is an imaginative 
historical epic of shipwreck, mutiny, fate and friendship, 
which is based on the true story of one of the worst 
disasters in maritime history.

Kiran Millwood Hargrave & Jess Kidd 
Historical Fiction

William Morris Tent  |  6-7pm  |  £15

‘The power of 
historical fiction 
for bad and for 
good can be 
immense in shaping 
consciousness of the 
past’ Antony Beevor
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Thursday 22 September

Jeremy Bowen 

Baillie Gifford Big Tent  |  6.30-7.30pm  |  £20/£25

The Making of the Modern Middle East 

Former BBC Middle East Correspondent 
Jeremy Bowen joins us for an enthralling 
and illuminating conversation about the 
modern Middle East. 

Jeremy will draw on his deep understanding of 
the region’s politics and its diverse cultural and 
religious contexts, while reflecting on his own 
experiences covering events and interviewing 
political leaders as well as ordinary men and women. Expect to 
come away with an understanding of how the modern Middle 
East came to be and what its future might hold.

‘…a rare 
understanding 
of what makes 
this tortured 
region so 
dangerously 
combustible.’  
Jonathan Dimbleby
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Thursday 22 September

Sam McAlister, the woman who brought 
Prince Andrew’s infamous 2019 interview to 
our screens, sheds light on some of the most 
unforgettable journalism of our times.  

The former Newsnight producer is responsible 
for many of BBC’s most exclusive interviews 
over the past decade. In conversation with 
Ellen Halliday (Deputy Editor, Prospect 
Magazine), Sam will expose how the best news gets made 
and the changing state of mainstream media, as well as 
considering the role of power and privilege in the media 
landscape. Scoops is currently being adapted for film.

 

Revealing the Story Behind the Interviews
Sam McAlister: Scoops

Robert Graves Tent  |  7:30-8:30pm  |  £15/£17.50

‘The words he said in that Newsnight 
interview... may come to be the only 
testimony we have.’ Emily Maitlis

This event is sponsored by

This event promises to pull back the cover 
on the most underrated relationships in our 
lives, to interrogate what modern friendship 
means, why we need it and what we can do to 
get the most from it.  

Toxic friends, post-pandemic rifts, how to 
make new friends at any stage in life and the 
BFF myth are but a few of the ‘truths’ about 
female friendship that Claire Cohen will explore as she offers 
a conversation that will help women deepen their friendships 
in ways that are meaningful and enduring.

Complimentary glass of sparkling wine on arrival. 

‘Reframes female friendship with  
insight, understanding and appreciation’ 
Kat Brown

BFF? - The Truth About Female Friendship
Claire Cohen

William Morris Tent  |  7:30-8:30pm  |  £15
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An insight into tapping, an increasingly 
popular acupressure technique used to 
reduce stress and anxiety.

Poppy Delbridge is an in-house coach 
for Soho House and AllBright and treats 
private clients worldwide. Tapping is used 
to dissipate emotional tension, change 
habits, cure phobias and even release 
physical pain by using the fingertips to tap on the body’s 
‘energy’ points.  Includes a copy of Tapping In (RRP £14.99)

Poppy Delbridge
Tapping In – Workshop 

William Morris Tent  |  10:30–11:30am  |  £25 (includes book)

Kit de Waal 

Robert Graves Tent  |  6-7pm  |  £15

Live recording of the Always Take Notes Podcast 

Join us for a live recording of the Always 
Take Notes podcast, for and about writers 
and writing.

Kit will discuss writing fiction, adapting 
novels, editing anthologies and approaches 
to activism. The event ties in with her new 
memoir Without Warning and Only Sometimes. 
My Name is Leon was recently adapted for TV 
by Lenny Henry’s production company.

Duncan Minshull

The writer and anthologist welcomes you to 
a ‘walk and talk’ on Wimbledon Common.

Duncan will lead a gentle amble while 
reflecting on the joys of travelling on two 
feet, and the delights and drawbacks of 
nightwalking. Each ticket includes a copy 
of Where My Feet Fall (RRP £18.99) which 
includes essays from Will Self, Patrick Gale 
and Kamila Shamsie. 

Meet at the Info Desk onsite at the Festival Village. 

Nightwalking on Wimbledon Common 

Off site |  6-7pm  |  £25 (includes book)

Friday 23 September



A  f a m i l y  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  W i m b l e d o n

Tel: 0208 540 5541

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL
CUSTOMER SERVICE

TRUE CRAFTSMANSHIP AND
BEAUTY OF A RESTORED PIANO

Showroom:
94 Kingston Rd, Wimbledon, SW19 1LA  

sales@hannapianos.com  www.hannapianos.com
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Friday 23 September

Kadiatu Kanneh-Mason shares her inspirational story 
interspersed with musical interludes from her  
phenomenally talented children Braimah, Aminata and  
Konya Kanneh-Mason.

Kadiatu’s book The House of Music tells the story of 
raising seven incredibly gifted musicians. Don’t miss this 
joyous celebration of the musical talents of the Kanneh-
Mason family, which also serves as a window into issues 
of race and class in twenty-first century Britain.
Piano kindly supplied by A Hanna & Sons.

An evening of words and music
The Kanneh-Mason Family

Baillie Gifford Tent  |  7-8.30pm   |  £20/25

Oz Clarke
English Wine – Tasting and Talking Event 

Robert Graves Tent  |  8-9:30pm  |  £25/£27.50

Join one of the world’s leading wine experts 
Oz Clarke for a discussion on and a tasting 
of the best English wines to get quaffing. 

Oz has been a long-time champion of the 
English wine industry and will talk the 
audience through his favourite producers 
while giving them a chance to sample some 
of his own selections. 

‘Oz Clarke OBE is the nearest thing to 
genius in the world of wine writing.’ Harpers

This event is sponsored by

‘... shows us what 
it takes to nurture 
children to fulfil their 
potential and offer 
their unique gifts  
to the world.’  
Bernardine Evaristo
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Saturday 24 September

James Norbury

Joining us for the day as our artist in 
residence, the globally bestselling 
author James Norbury will lead 
an illustration workshop.

Part of James’ talent, alongside 
his beautiful artwork, is to convey 
messages of deep meaning in a way that 
feels light. James will teach the group his techniques and 
style that have become so iconic.
 
James will be staying at BookFest throughout the day, 
drawing Big Panda and Tiny Dragon’s responses to our 
Festival so keep an eye out for him!

 ‘…the drawings have the charm of  
Winnie-the-Pooh, the captions have the 
depth of ancient proverbs’ The Guardian

Big Panda and Tiny Dragon Workshop 

William Morris Tent  |  10.30-11:30am  |  £20

Dogs in Disguise and Cats in Chaos
Peter Bently and John Bond

Robert Graves Tent  |  10:30-11:30am  |  £12.50  |  Age 3+

Come along for a peek into the crazy antics and 
chaotic world of all sorts of cats and dogs. 

From schnauzers in trousers to conjuring 
cats, this hilarious event will have children 
howling with laughter. Winner of The Roald Dahl 
Funny Prize Peter Bently and the incredibly talented 
illustrator John Bond join us for a pawsome event that 
promises to raise the woof! 

Artist  
in 

Residence

Children’s event
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Nick Manning  
The Commoners

Robert Graves Tent   |  12noon-1pm  |  £15

Find out more about the people who helped shape the area 
around Wimbledon & Putney Commons. 

Nick Manning tells the stories of the people who have 
contributed to the Commons’ rich tapestry over the past 500 
years — including royalty, politicians, theologians, medics, 
activists, two French Dukes and a famous highwayman.

‘A fascinating dive into the lives of the  
most remarkable people.’ 
Wimbledon & Putney Commons Conservators

Nick Manning and Alan Blower 
Rushmere Walk — The Commoners

Off site   |  10.30-11.30am |  £15

Join Nick Manning, author of The Commoners and Alan Blower, 
local tour guide, for a leisurely stroll around Rushmere Common. 

Admire the grand houses on Southside and West Side 
Common, and discover the fascinating history of these homes, 
and their remarkable residents including royalty, politicians and 
aristocrats, many of whom feature in The Commoner. 

Saturday 24 September

In conversation with Prospect’s Sameer Rahim

One of Prospect Magazine’s 2022 World’s Top 
Thinkers, author and academic Lea Ypi tells 
her unforgettable coming of age story,
 
Having grown up in Albania as the communist 
system collapsed and ushered in a turbulent 
new order, Lea explores the meaning of freedom 
in the personal, collective and political sense.

‘If you read one memoir this year,  
let it be this.’  Sunday Times

Lea Ypi — Free

William Morris Tent  |  12 noon-1pm  |  £15

This event is sponsored by

This event also runs at 3pm and lasts 1 hour. 
Meet at War Memorial, Parkside
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William Dalrymple

Baillie Gifford Big Tent  |  12:30-1:30pm  |  £20/£25

The Company Quartet

Multi award-winning author and historian 
William Dalrymple makes a welcome return to 
the Festival to share the remarkable story of the 
rise and fall of the East India Company.

A story of powerful empires, covert political 
machinations and bloody resistance, his latest 
book The Company Quartet offers a glimpse 
behind the curtain at the rise and fall of the 
world’s first global corporate power, spanning two hundred years of 
the history of the Indian sub-continent and the British Empire. Join 
Dalrymple as he talks about this epic and cautionary tale, and its 
continued relevance to the subcontinent and Britain of today.

‘Rampaging, 
brilliant, 
passionate 
history’ 
Wall Street Journal

Saturday 24 September
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Award-winning journalist and broadcaster 
Kavita Puri joins us to discuss the personal 
stories of the Partition of India, 75 years on. 

Revealing a secret history of ruptured 
families and friendships, extraordinary 
journeys and daring rescue missions, 
Kavita breaks the silence and confronts 
the difficult truths at the heart of Britain’s 
shared past with South Asia. As well as a BBC Radio 4 
programme airing in August 2022, her book is currently 
being adapted for the stage at the Donmar Warehouse in a 
co-production with Tara Theatre.

‘The most humane account of partition I’ve 
read’ Nikesh Shukla, Observer

Partition Voices 
Kavita Puri 

Robert Graves Tent  |  1:30-2:30pm  |  £15

More than a century after British troops 
looted and destroyed Benin City, this 
dark episode continues to cast a shadow 
as cultural institutions wrestle with the 
legacies of empire.

Former BBC and Al Jazeera journalist 
Barnaby Phillips joins us to discuss the 
dramatic and tragic tale of the Benin 
Bronzes, their subsequent dispersal amongst the world’s 
museums and private collections and how these cultural 
and sacred objects are at the centre of international 
conversation and debate about their restitution.  

‘... raising important questions about 
empire and the meaning of art, civilisation 
and culture.’ Clive Myrie, BBC Chief Correspondent 

Loot – Britain and the Benin Bronzes
Barnaby Phillips

William Morris Tent  |  2-3pm  |  £15

Saturday 24 September
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Join the leading historian and local author 
as he reveals expert predictions on how 
warfare will evolve in the coming decades 
and how nations can better prepare for 
these changes.

Sir Lawrence Freedman is one of the 
world’s foremost authorities on war 
and international politics and Emeritus 
Professor of War Studies at King’s College London. He will 
discuss how nations employ strategic thinking against each 
other, the stakes of the current war in Ukraine, and the future 
of the nuclear threat. 

‘Britain’s leading academic strategist’ Economist

Command – The Politics of Military Operations
Sir Lawrence Freedman

William Morris Tent  |  3.30-4.30pm  |  £15

Saturday 24 September

Broadcaster Mariella 
Frostrup and award-winning 
health journalist Alice Smellie 
have all the information 
needed — with a generous 
side order of humour — to 
enlighten and inform about 
the menopause. 

In conversation with Samira Ahmed about an urgent topic that 
half the population will experience, but until recently has been 
left unaddressed, Mariella and Alice will separate the myths 
from the reality and offer expertise, hope and advice all drawn 
from cutting-edge research and interviews with medical experts. 

‘I inhaled this book, it’s fantastic.’  
Claudia Winkleman

Cracking the Menopause 
Mariella Frostrup and Alice Smellie

Baillie Gifford Tent |  3-4pm  |  £17.50/£22.50

‘Menopause is the dark matter of modern 
medicine... This book shrugs off generations 
of silence and stigma.’ Dr. Chris van Tulleken 
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politics swiftly 
descends into chaos, 
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order through the 
power of argument 
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In conversation with William Dalrymple

Poetry Unbound — Poems to Open Your World

The history of civilisation can 
be told through its outsiders. 
Why have nomads always 
existed? How have they altered 
the past? What is their future?  
 
Acclaimed travel writer and 
broadcaster Anthony Sattin 
comes to BookFest to tell the 
ground-breaking story of Nomadic peoples on the move 
across history. Reconnecting with our deepest mythology, 
our unrecorded antiquity and our natural environment,  
join us for the forgotten story of civilisation, told through  
its outsiders.

‘…a sweeping panorama of nomadism  
that resonates through the past and  
echoes poignantly even in the present.’ 
Colin Thubron

Based on his Poetry Unbound podcast, 
which has been downloaded over six million 
times, poet and theologian Pádraig Ó Tuama 
offers commentary and personal anecdotes 
alongside live readings. 
 
For anyone who has wanted to try their 
hand at a conversation with poetry but 
doesn’t know where to start, this event with 
Pádraig encourages an understanding and appreciation of 
contemporary verse, presenting a window through which to 
celebrate the art of being alive.

‘Compassionate, Resolute, Confronting, 
Challenging, Wonderful, Comforting.’
Mary McAvoy

Anthony Sattin — Nomads

Pádraig Ó Tuama

Robert Graves Tent  |  3.30-4.30pm  |  £15/£17.50

William Morris Tent  |  5-6pm  |  £15

Saturday 24 September
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Get Into BookFest
£10 tickets are available for 19s and under  
on many Wimbledon BookFest events.

We also work with local state schools and  
offer a limited amount of free tickets for  
6th form students and teachers.  
Email education@wimbledonbookfest.org 

Celebrating 25 
years of cooking 
Moorish cuisine, 
the husband 
and wife team 
behind Moro 
join journalist 
Rachel Cooke in 
conversation.

Moro, based in Exmouth Market, is the trailblazing and highly 
acclaimed home of bold, flavour-centred cooking using few 
ingredients, perfectly combined. It is relaxed home cooking 
with outstanding quality, on the table in minutes with the 
laidback, no-fuss attitude of the countries that inspire it. Come 
along for some moreish chat and a Moorish tasting of some 
recipes included in the book.

Event includes a glass of sherry on arrival.

Rachel Cooke is a writer and journalist. Publications she writes 
for include The Guardian, The Observer, New Statesman. 

“A rare and very special cookbook.”  
Nigel Slater

Sam and Sam Clark talk to Rachel Cooke
Moro Easy

Robert Graves Tent  |  6:30-7:30pm  |  £30/£25

Saturday 24 September

This event is sponsored by
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0345 370 1000
The Old Exchange, 12 Compton Road
Wimbledon, London SW19 7QD

Ashworths are specialist property solicitors
based in the heart of Wimbledon, with 
decades of experience in:

- Residential coveyancing
- Lease extensions and leasehold enfranchisement
- Commercial leases
- Buying and selling shops and o�  ces
- Acquiring or disposing development land
- Option agreements

Why not give us a call or drop us an email?

Ashworths
Solicitors

www.ashworths.co.uk

Ashworths are proud to support Wimbledon BookFest
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Saturday 24 September

Comedy Night  
Sindhu Vee (Headlining)

Baillie Gifford Big Tent  |  8-10.30pm  |  £22.50/£27.50

Back by popular demand

This year’s Sunset Festival sees the return of 
BookFest’s much loved Comedy Night.

The Saturday night slot has seen a 
whole host of the comedy circuit’s 

top performers take to the stage 
in the Baillie Gifford Big Tent.

Sindhu Vee is an award-
winning writer and 
comedian who left a career 
in invesmtent banking 
for comedy. Further acts 
will be announced later 
in the summer.  Visit 
wimbledonbookfest.org for 
the latest information.
. 
Book early to avoid 
disappointment.

0345 370 1000
The Old Exchange, 12 Compton Road
Wimbledon, London SW19 7QD

Ashworths are specialist property solicitors
based in the heart of Wimbledon, with 
decades of experience in:

- Residential coveyancing
- Lease extensions and leasehold enfranchisement
- Commercial leases
- Buying and selling shops and o�  ces
- Acquiring or disposing development land
- Option agreements

Why not give us a call or drop us an email?

Ashworths
Solicitors

www.ashworths.co.uk

Ashworths are proud to support Wimbledon BookFest

Ashworths
S o l i c i t o r s  L L P

This event is sponsored by



26 Book tickets at wimbledonbookfest.org

John Wright
Foraging Walks

Off site |  10.30-11.30am  |  £25

Between kitting yourself out with baskets 
and bramble-proof clothing and preserving 
your harvest, John Wright provides an 
entertaining and very informative guide to 
what nature has to offer the forager on this 
walk and talk event. 

John will lead the group around the 
Common on a forage, providing advice 
about rights of way and not poisoning yourself.

Includes a copy of The Forager’s Calendar (RRP £12.99)

This event also runs at 12.30pm and 2.30pm.  Walks last an 
hour. Meet at the Info Desk onsite at the Festival Village.

Sunday 25 September

The Gift of Reading!
Support Wimbledon BookFest’s  

education work with schools

Over 100 schools take part every year

wimbledonbookfest.org/donate
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Ever fancied making your favourite Aardman 
character, with the help of an expert from 
Aardman’s model-making department?  

This workshop offers a truly unique creative 
experience for kids and grown-ups alike, 
where you’ll learn the tricks of the trade 
and make your very own Gromit, Morph or 
Shaun the Sheep model to take home. It 
gives an insight into the fascinating world of Aardman and 
will include plenty of time for asking questions and learning 
about how your favourite Aardman animations are made.

This event also runs at 12.30pm and 2pm.  
Workshops last an hour.

Model Making 
Aardman Workshop

William Morris Tent |  11am-12noon  |  £20

Sunday 6 OctoberSunday 25 September

A Flying Visit 

This fun and interactive event 
welcomes Percy the Park 
Keeper and his animal friends 
back to Wimbledon Common.

Writer and illustrator Nick 
Butterworth will live draw and story 
tell from his amusing and heart-warming 
tale about friendship, teamwork and 
kindness, the latest book in a series that has sold over 
9 million copies! 

NB: Children under 12 must be accompanied by a ticket 
holding adult. All attendees 2+ must have a ticket. 

Nick Butterworth

Robert Graves Tent  |  11:30am-12:15pm  |  £12.50  |  Age 3+

Children’s event

Children’s event

This event is sponsored by
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Sunday 25 September

Abyss – The Cuban Missile Crisis 1962 

The Story of Women in Art

Max Hastings

Katy Hessel

Baillie Gifford Tent  |  12noon-1pm  |  £20/£25

Robert Graves Tent  |  12:30-1:30pm  |  £15/£17.50

Marking the sixtieth anniversary of the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, we are delighted to 
welcome Max Hastings back to BookFest to 
discuss his new book Abyss.

Max Hastings’s graphic and brilliant new 
history tells the story from the viewpoints 
of national leaders, Russian officers, 
Cuban peasants, American pilots and 
British disarmers to describe the nail-
biting 13 days in which Armageddon beckoned.

‘A work of considerable quality, marked  
by a possibly unique combination of 
military expertise, historical grasp and 
journalistic skill.’ The Observer

How many women artists do you know? Who 
makes art history? Did women even work 
as artists before the twentieth century? And 
what is the Baroque anyway?

Have your sense of art history overturned, 
and your eyes opened to many art forms 
often overlooked or dismissed. From 
the Cornish coast to Manhattan, Nigeria 
to Japan, this is the story of art for our 
times — one with women at its heart, brought together for 
the first time by Katy Hessel, art historian, presenter and 
curator dedicated to celebrating female artists.

‘It’s a long way before the balance  
is truly redressed but this is a good start.’ 
Tracey Emin

This event is sponsored by
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Monarchy Vs Republic

With Peter Walker

It is often forgotten that Britain was a 
Republic for around ten years after the 
regicide of Charles I when it was ruled 
by Oliver Cromwell, known as The Lord 
Protector. 

Fresh from the research of his latest novel, 
Act of Oblivion, master storyteller Robert 
Harris offers his take on the Interregnum, 
revealing the lesser known story of the greatest manhunt of 
the seventeenth century and what lessons can — and should 
— be learned from the short-lived period in which Britain 
overturned its monarchy.

‘The master of the intelligent thriller’  
The Daily Telegraph

Learn about Wimbledon’s radical past with local historian Peter 
Walker.

Between 1881 and 1896 William Morris and the artist 
Edward Burne-Jones had workshops in Wimbledon, where 
they advocated Arts & Crafts ideals and the fair treatment 
of workers. Join Peter Walker on his hugely informative tour 
about the roots of Wimbledon’s socialism and uncover the 
people who forged our radical local history.

Book early for this popular event, which sells out every year.

Meeting Point:  
William Morris House, 267 The Broadway, SW19 2SD.  
Ends at Leather Bottle pub, 277 Kingston Road, SW19 3NW.

The Radical Walk is kindly sponsored by William Morris House, 
Wimbledon.

Robert Harris

Walk  — Radical Wimbledon

Baillie Gifford Big Tent  |  1:30-2:30 pm  |  £20/£25

William Morris House, 267 The Broadway |  2-4pm  |  £15

Sunday 6 OctoberSunday 25 September
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In conversation with Stefan Stern

Chronicles of a Cairo Bookseller

Melvyn Bragg: Back In The Day

Nadia Wassef

Robert Graves Tent  |  2-3pm  |  £20/£25

William Morris Tent  |  3.30-4.30pm  |  £15

The legendary writer, broadcaster and 
champion of the arts joins us for a look 
back at the upbringing that shaped him.

Melvyn will share his experiences of 
growing up in a Cumbrian market town 
from his early childhood during the war 
to the moment he had to decide between 
staying on or spreading his wings. This 
event promises to be a poignant elegy 
to a vanished era and an illuminating look at how Melvyn 
became the man he is today.

‘The best thing he’s ever written . . .  
I loved it.’ Rachel Cooke, The Observer

Twenty years ago, Nadia Wassef 
founded Egypt’s first modern bookstore 
amidst a culture that regarded books 
as a luxury and not a necessity. 

Join Nadia as she discusses a country 
hurtling toward revolution and her 
feminist rallying cry and unapologetic 
crash course in running a business under 
the law of entropy. Above all, this event is 
a celebration of the power of words to bring us home.

‘A unique memoir about career, life,  
love, friendship, motherhood, and  
the impossibility of succeeding at all  
of them at the same time.’ 
Jenny Lawson

Sunday 25 September

This event is sponsored by
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Sheila Hancock 

Baillie Gifford Big Tent  |  4-5pm  |  £20/£25

With Samira Ahmed

Don’t miss this opportunity to join the 
much-loved actor Sheila Hancock in 
conversation with Samira Ahmed for a 
gloriously irreverent event.

Funny, feisty, honest (if often 
outraged), Hancock makes for brilliant 
company as she talks about her life as 
a daughter, a sister, a mother, a wife, 
a widow, an actor, a friend and looks at a world 
so different from her wartime childhood. And yet 
– despite age, despite rage – she finds there are 
always reasons for joy.

‘Her gift 
for directly 
communicating 
the open-
heartedness 
and spirit of 
adventure with 
which she 
confronts her 
life... is the stuff 
of bestsellers’. 
Joan Bakewell,  
The Guardian

Sunday 6 OctoberSunday 25 September
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Sunday 25 September

Full of humour and candour, this event with 
Isabel will offer practical and realistic advice 
on how to take care of our planet. 

Isabel’s aim is to look for every single way 
we can take care of the planet: how we live 
and work, travel, shop, eat, drink, dress, vote, 
play, volunteer, bank — everything. And to 
do this wholeheartedly, energetically and 
joyfully until the audience feel fully equipped to be part of 
the pollution solution. 

‘She gave my spirit a lift and my feet 
somewhere to stand.’  Mark Rylance

The Joyful Environmentalist – How to Practise 
Without Preaching

Isabel Losada

Robert Graves Tent |  4:30-5:30pm  |  £15/£17.50

The Last Colony — A Tale of Exile, Justice and 
Britain’s Colonial Legacy

After the Second World War, new 
international rules heralded an age of 
human rights and self-determination. 
Supported by Britain, these unprecedented 
changes sought to end the scourge of 
colonialism. But how committed was 
Britain?

Offering a unique and vital contribution 
to the discussion around Britain’s colonial past, The Last 
Colony is a powerful tale about the making of modern 
international law, one woman’s fight for justice and a personal 
journey that culminates with a historic ruling. Philippe Sands 
QC is the award-winning author of the bestselling works East 
West Street and The Ratline.

‘Rarely does a book combine erudition and 
empathy so eloquently — it is stellar in every 
sense of the word.’ Elif Shafak

Philippe Sands

Baillie Gifford Tent  |  5.30-6.30pm  |  £17.50/£22.50
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Sunday 6 October

Ian Williams joins us to discuss his thought-
provoking analysis of our relationship with 
China and its international behaviour, how it 
should be defined and countered.

He will also examine the worrying new 
warmth between China and Russia which 
has come into focus so dramatically since 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and the 
implications for the future of Taiwan.

‘…a chilling reminder to all who believe 
in the rule of law and an open society of 
China’s present threats to our way of life’  
Chris Patten

Wimbledon BookFest pays tribute to 
the artist and writer Raymond Briggs 
with a screening of Ethel & Ernest, the 
biographical adaptation of his graphic 
novel based on his parents’ lives, and his 
own experience growing up in Wimbledon 
Park and attending Wimbledon College of 
Art. A deeply moving film.
Lupus films, Voices: Jim Broadbent, 
Brenda Blethyn, Luke Treadway, Robert Alam

Tickets: Free. Donations toward Wimbledon BookFest’s Education 
Programme. 

‘The house that has had the biggest impact 
on me was my childhood home in London. 
I grew up in a 1914 terraced house in Ashen 
Grove, Wimbledon Park’’ Raymond Briggs

Ian Williams

Film Screening

China

Ethel & Ernest – Raymond Briggs

Robert Graves Tent  |  6.30-7.30pm  |  £15/17.50

Baillie Gifford Tent  |  7.30pm (1hour 35mins)  |  FREE

Sunday 25 September

In partnership 
with Wimbledon  
Film Club
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Sunday 6 OctoberMonday 26 September

Mindful Drawing Workshop

This workshop is a beginner’s guide to 
sketching nature, in your own way, for your 
own wellbeing.

Combining quick and easy exercises with 
the latest research on nature connection, 
mindfulness and creativity, Dr Ali Foxon 
will show you how to embrace your wobbly 
lines, unhook from a fear of criticism and 
create a habit that makes you feel good, not inadequate. You 
will learn more about yourself and your unique relationship 
with nature, finding out what brings you comfort and joy. 

Includes a copy of The Green Sketching Handbook (RRP £14.99)

‘A warm and inspiring invitation to put 
down our phones, pick up a pencil and start 
really looking at the beauty all around us.‘
Kathy Clugston, presenter of Gardeners’ Question Time

Dr Ali Foxon

William Morris Tent  |  10:30-12 noon  |  £25 (includes book)

We LOVE 
Libraries 
From language classes and meditation, to  
Tuned In and the Reading Retreat there’s  
something for all at Wimbledon Library.

Wimbledon BookFest’s office is based at  
Wimbledon Library and is proud to partner  
with Merton Library Service.  

National Library Week runs 3-9 October 
with a range of author events.
Visit Merton Libraries on Eventbrite for events or pop into  
your local library for more information on all activity.



Call us on 020 8545 7600 or visit wsm.co.uk

Why not read the books 
you really enjoy… and let 

us take care of yours

WSM are proud  
to be sponsoring

“Coming together is 
a beginning; keeping 
together is progress; 
working together is 
success.”
Edward Everett Hale
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Baillie Gifford Big Tent  |  6:30–7:30pm  |  £22.50/£27.50

Chris Patten will share his invaluable first-
hand experience of a hugely significant 
point in Hong Kong’s (and Britain’s) history 
– as well as his thoughts on future relations 
with China. 

Lord Patten will discuss how Hong Kong 
was run as a British colony and tell the story 
of what happened as the handover back to 
China in 1997 approached. He will tell us how he sought to 
strengthen the institutions of self-government, only to be met 
by opposition. He will also bring us up to date with an account 
of what has happened in Hong Kong since the handover, 
offering a powerful assessment of recent events and insights 
into how to deal with China – then and now.

Chris Patten
The Hong Kong Diaries

‘.. a terrific 
tale ... it is 
effectively  
a record of  
the end days  
of an empire.’
Daily Telegraph

Sunday 6 OctoberMonday 26 September

This event is sponsored by
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Ready for Absolutely Nothing

Join us for a candid and hilarious evening 
of jaw dropping anecdotes as style 
guru Susannah Constantine tells us her 
remarkable life story.

Susannah’s honesty and humour are 
irrepressible — this event will be filled to 
the brim with scandalous stories, jaw-
dropping royal relationships and star-studded 
encounters from pop stars to the fashion greats. 

‘Absolutely brilliant’ Elton John

‘Shrewd, funny, ideally candid and written 
with great confidence, brio and aplomb.  
A feisty, thought-provoking delight.’  
William Boyd

Susannah Constantine

Robert Graves Tent  |  7-8pm  |  £20/£22.50

Monday 26 September

Joining Festival Patron Brian 
Moore for this year’s rugby 
night is his former England 
team mate Martin Bayfield.

Renowned as one of rugby’s 
best and most entertaining 
storytellers, the former 
policeman and Hagrid’s body 
double joins Brian to inspire and entertain on the return of 
BookFest’s ever popular Rugby Night. Martin and Brian are 
ready to reveal the inside story of the rip-roaring days of the 
1990s that changed forever the face of English rugby.

‘Get into BookFest’ £10 tickets apply for 19s and under.

Joined by Martin Bayfield
Brian Moore’s Rugby Night

Baillie Gifford Big Tent  |  8-9pm  |  £20/£25
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SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING    THURSDAY 10 NOVEMBER
BOOK YOUR PLACE NOW   SUTTONHIGH.GDST.NET

‘There will be a time when we can  
step back and truly take stock of  
the devastating impact of Covid  
and lockdown on children’s literacy, 
learning and livelihoods…’ 
Jonathan Douglas CBE, Chief Executive of the National Literacy Trust

Wimbledon Arts, the charity company of the Festival, delivers  
an incredible year-round programme of work with over 100 
schools across 9 London Boroughs, that both improves literacy 
and develops a lifelong love of reading. 

During the past 2 years in the height of the pandemic our  
worked increased two fold and 37,000 school children took  
part in projects delivered both in person and digital initiatives.

Word Up  
Education Projects for Schools 
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Kiran Millwood Hargrave & Tom de Freston

Aisling Fowler

Patience Agabi

Katya Balen

Thursday 22 September

Introduction to University

Friday 23 September

Manjeet Mann

Friday 23 September

Monday 26 September 

Thursday 22 September

Michael Morpurgo and the  
Kanneh-Mason Family

Friday 23 September

Monday 26 September

Sunset Events for Schools
Over 5,000 children will be attending events in the Word Up autumn term programme. 

These are supported by our partners, University of Roehampton, New Wimbledon Theatre 
and the Taylor Family Foundation, along with our school sponsors.   

Teachers, please contact Laura Byrne at education@wimbledonbookfest.org for more 
information or to book tickets.

Events at the Festival Village on Wimbledon Common 
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Noel Fitzpatrick

MG Leonard & Sam Sedgman

Sita Brahmachari & Sudha Bhuchar

Hannah Gold

Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock

David Almond

Anthony McGowan

Thursday 29 September

Thursday 29 September

Friday 30 September

Monday 26 September

Thursday 29 September

Friday 30 September

Monday 26 September

Events at New Wimbledon Theatre

Lead Education Partners
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Open Mornings
21st September 
and 18th October.
www.holycrossprepschool.co.uk

REGISTERING FINAL PLACES FOR SEPTEMBER 2023FOR GIRLS AGED 3-11 YEARS

Discover Kingston’s 
best kept secret... 
on a beautifully 
kept campus.

Join us at our Open Morning on 
Saturday 1 October 2022.

Registered charity No. 271012



Wimbledon BookFest’s 
‘Word Up’ Education Projects 

 
1. Get Children Reading 

2. Encourage Writers of the Future

3. Promote Storytelling Through  
Many Art Forms

4. Empower Young People

You Can Make the Change!
Please Support this Vital and Important Work  

by becoming a sponsor or VIP benefactor
Visit wimbledonbookfest.org or email maggie.kerr@wimbledonbookfest.org



w   

Wimbledon BookFest takes 
place in the Festival Village on 
Wimbledon Common. 

You don’t need a ticket to come 
on-site and enjoy the facilities 
but you will need one to attend 
any of the events.

Waterstones Bookshop
Our on-site bookshop stocks a range 
of titles by the authors attending the 
festival. Books are not included in the 
ticket price unless stated. Most events 
are followed by an author signing. 

Information Desk 
On-site throughout the Festival and 
manned by our wonderful volunteers. 
Do ask them about more ways you  
can support the festival or get involved 
to keep the arts going in Wimbledon. 
We need your help.

Street Piano 
A ‘street piano’ will be on-site  
supplied with curated and free to 
play  performances. Please email: 
streetpiano@wimbledonbookfest.org    

Piano supplied by A. Hanna Pianos.

The Festival Village 
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Refreshments
A bar will be on-site at 
the Sunset Festival run 
by the in-house team 
and featuring beer from 
local based Wimbledon 
Brewery and Hoxton 
based Uncommon Wine.

Book tickets at wimbledonbookfest.org 49

Or why not take 
time out to enjoy 
Wimbledon Village 
and Wimbledon Town 
Centre? There are a 
wide range of places 
to eat and drink in 
Wimbledon, often 
voted one of the  
most desirable places 
to live in London.

©Luis Gomez
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Food & Drink  
in Wimbledon Village & Town Centre

Cent Anni — Modern Italian
Relaxed Italian dining in the heart of Wimbledon Village serving 
classic dishes, freshly prepared in a contemporary style. Enjoy 
impeccably sourced ingredients including our fresh handmade 
pasta, grain-fed Scottish beef and sustainable fish, all 
accompanied by an international wine list designed for quaffers 
and connoisseurs alike. Open all day every day. Offer: 10% off 
your bill (not to be used in conjunction with other offers)

Cent Anni 33 High Street, Wimbledon Village, SW19 5BY 
020 3971 9781 • www.centanni.co.uk

Light House — Neighbourhood Dining
Light House is a highly regarded local restaurant in Wimbledon 
Village serving modern international food, in a relaxed and 
stylsih setting. The menu changes frequently ensuring they use 
fresh seasonal produce when it is at its best. Fish is delivered 
daily from the day boat fishing fleet off the South Coast. 
Offer: Enjoy a complimentary glass of fizz during the Sunset 
BookFest. Please mention the offer when booking.

Light House 75-77 Ridgway, Wimbledon SW19 4ST 
020 8944 6338 • www.lighthousewimbledon.com

Sticks ‘n’ Sushi — Fusion on The Hill
A short walk from Wimbledon station and on your way 
to BookFest, one of Denmark’s favourite restaurants, 
Sticks’n’Sushi combines their owner’s Danish and 
Japanese heritage with mouth-watering results. Serving 
sushi and yakitori sticks from the grill, this mix of culinary 
cultures has proved to be an award-winning combination.

Sticks ’n’ Sushi 58 Wimbledon Hill Road, SW19 7PA
020 3141 8800 • www.sticksnsushi.com

Bask in the summer rays and stunning views  
of Cannizaro Park, from The Orangery. 

Enjoy a glass or two of your favourite seasonal  
tipple and our delicious Italian fare on our terrace.

Having a stroll around the park? You can enjoy 
refreshments alfresco with our take away service.

Raise your glasses to
SUMMER

TO BOOK A TABLE CALL 0330 0240 706
HOTELDUVIN.COM/WIMBLEDON

Beer & Beyond — Real Craft is Everything 
Beer and Beyond is a craft beer shop stocking 250 British 
beers from local independent breweries, rare German beers 
and only the very best pale ales, IPAs, and stouts. The 
selection changes weekly so please pop in or order online 
for free local delivery and click & collect. There is always 
something new to try! Choose from 3 draught beers to 
takeaway with same-evening delivery.

Beer and Beyond 73 Ridgway, Wimbledon, SW19 4SS
07799 532684 • www.beerandbeyond.co.uk  
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Great days out to the theatre!
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Mrs Warren’s Profession

MALORIE BLACKMAN’S

FROM THE TEAM 
BEHIND THE PLAY 
THAT GOES WRONG

FRANTIC ASSEMBLY PRESENTS

STARRING CAROLINE & ROSE QUENTIN

NOUGHTS AND 
CROSSES

Good 
Luck, 
Studio

Othello

PRESENT...

Thurs 15th December 2022   
to  Sun 8th January 2023

BOOK ONLINE: 
www.epsomplayhouse.co.uk

BOX OFFICE:
(01372) 742555 / 742227

SUPPORTED BY:

A Truly Magical Family Pantomime



‘A mesmerising adaptation of
Neil Gaiman’s hit novel.’

Sunday Times

New Wimbledon Theatre
Tue 11 – Sat 15 Apr 2023

The acclaimed   production 
comes to Wimbledon 



Polka Theatre, Wimbledon
polkatheatre.com 020 8543 4888

This Summer at  
Polka Theatre

The Pirate, the Princess & the Platypus
Sat 18 Jun - Sat 20 Aug

Tickets from £10* on ALL performances

BSL: Sun 3 Jul 2pm, Wed 6 Jul 1.30pm 
Audio Described: Sun 24 Jul 2pm 

Relaxed: Wed 27 Jul 11am 
Captioned: Sat 13 Aug 2pm

Sail the high seas in this brand 
new magical, musical adventure 

about finding your friends and 
discovering your identity.

From the incredibly silly minds behind the Olivier-nominated  
global hits Potted Potter and Potted Panto

Ages 
5+

The  
Paper  
Dolls
Fri 20 May –  
Sun 7 Aug
Tickets from £11*
Relaxed: Thu 9 Jun 1.30pm & Sat 25 Jun 3pm 
BSL: Sun 26 Jun 1pm & Wed 29 Jun 1.30pm
Based on the book by Julia Donaldson. 
Toddler performances available.

Ages 
3-7

*A £1.50 transaction fee applies to phone and  
online bookings. Reg charity no. 256979

Experience. Play. Learn. 
Enjoy. There’s something 
for everyone at Polka.

Workshops
Join us this Summer for 
three unique workshops 
from puppetry to musical 
theatre.
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Autumn Arts Weekend 
17-18 September 

Arts market, workshops and cultural activities

Friday Food & Play Pop-Up 
5 August & 2 September

Food and drinks, games, music and alfresco seating

Christmas Markets 
Weekends from 19 November 

Seasonal gifts and fabulous food

Wimbledon  
Winter Weekender 

26-27 November 

A fun-filled weekend of family festivities

Plus, Panto season and  
show-stopping performances  

at award-winning theatres. 
Explore Wimbledon Town Centre.

A STELLAR LINE-UP OF  
EVENTS IN WIMBLEDON

LW Bookfest Ad.indd   1LW Bookfest Ad.indd   1 01/07/2022   16:2001/07/2022   16:20
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Booking
Please purchase your tickets in 
advance at wimbledonbookfest.org. 
E-tickets will be issued.

Events 
Most events last 1 hour but see event 
listings to confirm. Authors usually 
sign copies of their books at our on-
site bookshop following their event.

Disability Access
Please note the terrain on Wimbledon 
Common can be difficult for those 
using wheelchairs or with mobility 
issues. If you require any specific 
arrangements to assist your visit  
to the festival, please email  
boxoffice@wimbledonbookfest.org. 
They will be happy to help. 

Toilets
There are toilet facilities available  
on site.

Health and Safety
Your wellbeing is our priority. We have 
First Aid trained staff on-site to deal with 
any medical problems that may arise. 

If you or someone you know are 
feeling ill or unwell, please alert one  
of our stewards who will help provide 
the relevant assistance.

Sustainability
We are working towards being a 
sustainable organisation, using local 
suppliers who are committed to being 
green. We use recyclable materials 
wherever possible and minimise waste.  
We encourage visitors to use public 
transport, walk, or cycle where possible. 
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General 
Information

Tickets for students:  
Get Into BookFest!
We are committed to helping inspire 
young people to take part in the arts 
and attend events. We have a limited 
number of reduced-price tickets 
available on most events for under-
19s at £10. Proof of age for these 
tickets will be required on the door.



Auditions
September, January, April
Apply at stoneleighyouthorchestra.org.uk

Musical Director Robert Hodge
Main Orchestra (grade 7+)
Training Orchestra (grade 4+)

PHOTO: BELINDA LAWLEY

Join us in Wimbledon  
and enjoy...

Prestigious London concert venues
Exciting and varied repertoire
Professional tutors and soloists
Regular European tours

“My time playing 
with Stoneleigh 

Youth Orchestra was 
unforgettable – some of the 

best music making of my life. 
I am so grateful I started  

my career in SYO!”
SARAH WILLIS, MBE 
BERLIN PHILHARMONIC
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Wimbledon BookFest will be returning to a single 
festival in the autumn 2023, running Sept/Oct.  
Dates will be released later in the year.

Sign up to the enews for the latest  
updates at wimbledonbookfest.org 

2023



S

Index of Speakers
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Art 

Ai Weiwei 9
James Norbury 16
Katy Hessel 28
 
Children’s 

Aardman  27
John Bond  16 
Nick Butterworth  27
Peter Bently  16
 
Comedy 

Comedy Night
- Sindhu Vee & more 25
 
Environment 

Isabel Losada  32
 
Film

Ethel & Ernest 33
 
Food & Cooking

Oz Clarke  15
Sam & Sam Clark: Moro 23

General Interest

Alice Smellie 20 
Claire Cohen 12
David Wood 10
Gyles Brandeth 10
Mariella Frostrup 20

History

Anthony Sattin  22
Barnaby Phillips 19
Chris Patten  37
Kavita Puri  19
Max Hastings  28
Philippe Sands 32 
William Dalrymple  18

Literary & Fiction

Jess Kidd  10 
Kiran Millwood Hargrave 10
Kit de Waal  13
Robert Harris  29

Memoir

Melvyn Bragg  30
Nadia Wassef  30
Sheila Hancock  31
Susannah Constantine  39

Music

Kanneh-Mason Family  15
 
Poetry

Pádraig Ó Tuama  22

Politics &  
Current Affairs 

Ian Williams  33
Jeremy Bowen  11
Lawrence Freedman 20
Lea Ypi  17
Sam McAlister  12

Sport 

Brian Moore  39
Martin Bayfield  39

Workshops & Walks

Foragers Walk  26
Mindful Drawing
Workshop 35
Nightwalking 13 
Tapping Workshop  13
The Commoners  17
Walk – Radical 
Wimbledon  29

For the Diary of Events see page 6
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S

A birthday party
 your friends 

will remember.
Hassle-free parties at your home from 

Wimbledon’s favourite Event Organisers.

Start planning with us today
clownfishevents.co | 020 8050 2080

Wimbledon BookFest’s event partner 14 years 
running!
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Book online now: 
wimbledonbookfest.org

62

Address: 
Wimbledon Common, 
near the War MemorIal/
Rushmere Pond

Nearest postcode: 
SW19 5AZ

what3words.com location:  
shared.funded.united

Venues:  
Baillie Gifford Big Tent 
Robert Graves Tent  
William Morris Tent  

Transport
Buses: 93, 200, 493
Trains: Wimbledon Station

We are working towards 
sustainability and 
encourage visitors to use 
public transport, walk or 
cycle where possible.

Access 
We are aware that attending 
the Festival on Wimbledon 
Common can be difficult for 
members of the community 
with limited mobility.  
Email box office@
wimbledonbookfest.org and 
we will do what we can to 
help.

Getting to the 
Festival Village

Book tickets at wimbledonbookfest.org
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Sponsors & Partners 

Principal Festival Partner Lead Sponsor

Friends and VIP Patrons

VIP Benefactors:  Andrew Durant, Claude Green, The Gilligan Family, Martin & Jane Long,  
David Skinner, Bill Botterill, Nick & Charlotte Robertson, Chris & Julie Merry, Asif & Frances Malik,  
Susie & Jon Mortimore, David & Susan Shriver, Eamon & Gilly Razvi, Julia Waters, ANON 

Thank you to all our Sponsors, Friends & Benefactors.

Wimbledon 
College

BondBond
Primary SchoolPrimary School

School sponsors

Grants & Foundations (Supporting Education) 

Sponsors

Ashworths
S o l i c i t o r s  L L P



Literature  Sports  Music
Art  Comedy  Children’s 

Poetry  Politics
Workshops and Walks

Events for all

‘Wimbledon is the best book festival. 
They ask the best questions’ Samira Ahmed

Working 
with over 

100 London 
schools


