Young Writers’ Competition 2021
Information for Secondary School Teachers

2021 Theme:

‘My Name Is…’
This year we ask entrants to think about names and what they mean to them as the inspiration
and starting point for their story or poem.

What’s in a Name?
We acquire many names over our lifetimes: the names we are given when we are born, our family
name, the affectionate nicknames our friends give us and the titles we may acquire.
In Shakespeare’s Romeo & Juliet, Juliet cries out in frustration, “What’s in a name?” In doing so she
proclaims that her love for Romeo is far greater than his Montague surname, which carries with it the
long-standing family rivalry that will tear them apart.
Names hold people’s stories within them. When we are§ born, we immediately inherent our family
surname and with it all the history and adventures of our ancestors. Our names outlast us, living on in
official records and immortalised through the tales people tell about us. Our lives enrich the story of our
surname as it journeys from our ancestors, through us and onto the generations to follow. The
collection of lives in the library of our surnames continues growing and the names become key
indicators of who a person is and where they came from.
So perhaps the answer to Juliet’s question is everything.
Your name from hence immortal life shall have
- Sonnet LXXXI, William Shakespeare

What Does a Name Mean to You?

Think about the names of the characters you love and the people who inspire you. The theme is to be
interpreted in whichever way names mean something to you. Take this as a chance to have some fun
and come up with all the wonderful and wacky names you can dream of, create a mystery tale of
mistaken identity or delve deeper and explore your identity.

Get Published and Win an iPad!
There are 2 categories – Short Story and Poem
We invite your students to write either a short story or a poem on the theme of ‘My Name Is’. They are
encouraged to be as imaginative as they like and take their inspiration from examples in literature –Romeo
& Juliet, The Crucible, Call Me By Your Name – or from their own experiences. We are looking for tales of
any approach to ‘names’ be it about discovering your identity, a mystery tale of mistaken identity or the
power of a famous name.

Entries MUST be typewritten or could be refused entry.
Word Count:

Maximum words: 500

Minimum words: 100

Age groups:

There are three age groups.
There will be separate winners in each age range for short stories and poetry.
KS3 - yrs 7, 8 ,9
KS4 - yrs 10 & 11
KS5 - yrs 12 & 13

Teacher selection:

Teachers are asked to screen all entries and only submit a
maximum of 3 entries per category for each age group specified above.
(i.e. 3 for poetry and 3 for short story per age group)

The following details MUST be at the top of each entry in order to be accepted:
Name:Email entries to:
okfest.org
Year Group:
Title ofClosing
Story: date:

laura.byrne@wimbledonbo
School:
DOB:
Friday 3rd May 2019

Email entries to:

Laura Byrne
education@wimbledonbookfest.org

CLOSING DATE:

Friday 30 April 2021, 5pm

Winning, Runner-up & Highly Commended entries will be published in the Wimbledon BookFest 2021
Anthology of Stories & Poems. ONE LUCKY WINNER WILL WIN AN IPAD!
We are planning a prize giving which will take place with a leading children’s author in September
2021. Details to follow

Criteria

The theme ‘My Name Is’ should be interpreted in whichever way the writer chooses – be it serious,
humorous, moving, or thrilling – the key is that the writer has enjoyed crafting the piece and has illustrated
where the theme has taken their imagination. Names mean lots of different things to different people and
we encourage all writers to engage with their own or other people’s names in the context of identity as
much as they feel comfortable with.
The writer will not be penalised for grammar and spelling; however, the best way is to plan work before
writing it and checking and editing before submission.
Please encourage students to work independently without the help of parents and teachers.
Innovation and creativity is important so don’t be tempted to guide too much in terms of
structure/opening sentences etc.

What the judges look for:
•
•
•
•

Imagination
Creativity & originality
Energy & life
Structure; beginning, middle & end

Please ensure that entrants’ work is not teacher or parent guided and is their own original creation.

2021 Judges
Our judges are a team of professional writers and educationalists:
Chair: Amy Waite, research fellow at University of Roehampton and former literary agent
Conrad Murray (writer, poet & beatboxer & children’s author), Margaret Reeve, Teacher &
Educationalist, Patrice Lawrence, author, Naida Redgrave, writer

Young Writers’ Competition Principal Education Partner:

