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BOOKED 
UP FOR 
A GREAT 
FESTIVAI 

By JAMES CRACKNELL 

A POP idol, a former prime 
minister, an international 
rugby player and a number of 
TV personalities will descend 
on Wimbledon for the town's 
sixth-annual book festival. 

The 2012 Wimbledon Bookfest will 
be launched tomorrow by former 
Rutlish School pupil and ex-British 
Prime Minister John Major when he 
talks about his new book on old music 
halls. 

Other headline names include 
singer Will Young, launching his 
autobiography, actress Denise Welch 
in conversation with Bafta-nominated 
writer Jonathan Harvey, plus rugby 
legend Brian M oore talking to 
television presenter John Inverdale 
and Labour MP Tom Watson speaking 
about his efforts to crush the Murdoch 
media empire. 

Venues 
Wimbledon Bookfest is held across 

various venues in the town but is 
centred on a 500-capacity tent on 
Wimbledon Common, where there will 
be a comedy night headlined by Lucy 
Porter on October 13. 

Director Fiona Razvi launched the 
event in 2007 and has seen it grow to 
become one of London's top cultural 
festivals. 

She told the South London Press: "I 
don't want it to just be about the 
literary elite, this is a community arts 
festival and it is about capturing the 
energy of the local area. 

"We run it as a charity so it is not 
commercial. Our aim is to be the Hay 
Festival of London." 

Ms Razvi quit her former job as 
editor of Time & Leisure magazine 
two years ago to work full-time on 
organising the festival. Following 
John Major's sold-out pre-festival 
show at the Polka Theatre, the 
Wimbledon Bookfest runs from 
October 6 to October 14. 

Authors 

About 5,000 people are expected to 
attend events featuring 50 different 
authors and personalities. 

Also keep an eye out for Wombles 
roaming the common. 

Tickets are on sale now via 
www.wimbledonbookfest.org/booking. 
html or by calling 0208 545 8342. 

james.cracknell<&slp. co.uk 
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STARS OF SHOWBIZ: Denise 
Welch, left, and Will Young 
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www.wimbledonbookfest.org/booking.
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WOMBLING FREE: Top, from left, John Major, 
Brian Moore and Tom Watson will all be taking 
part in the annual Wimbledon Bookfest ho74s 
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